
$7,500 and 
$3,000 Student 
Scholarships

Attention 
Third Year 
Students! Vision West, Inc. and Optometry 

Cares® are pleased to offer a national 
scholarship to promote InfantSEE®. 
The national winner will be awarded 
$7,500 and the runner-up will receive 
$3,000. This scholarship will be 
awarded to the author of the entry 
judged to be the best essay and 
video submitted to Optometry 
Cares®, in accordance with the 
criteria that follows.

2018 Vision West 
Scholarship for 
InfantSEE®

Check with the Student Affairs Office to determine your 
institution’s on-campus deadline. Materials are to be 
submitted to the designee by the school-established date.  
Each school and college will choose one candidate from 
all applications received by their on-campus deadline. 
Each school must forward the individual’s name, essay & 
video to Optometry Cares by October 31, 2017. The winner 
will be announced in January 2018.

aoafoundation.org/scholarships

Administered by Optometry Cares - 
The AOA Foundation

The mission of Optometry Cares is to expand eye care awareness, education and research, as well as access to eye health and vision care, to everyone in the 
United States in order to enhance human performance and quality of life.

To be eligible for the Vision West Scholarship  for 
InfantSEE®, a student must:
•  Be a third-year student member (class of 2019) in

good standing in the American Optometric Student
Association (AOSA) and the AOA;

•  Be a student in good academic standing;
•   Applicant must submit a paper, written in English,

not to exceed 1,000 words as well as a video,
not to exceed 3 minutes. For video submission
requirements, visit our website.

•  The paper needs to address EACH of the following
topics:

1. What have you done as a student to prepare
yourself to become an active participant as an
InfantSEE® provider?

2. How have your clinical experiences directly
contributed to your development as a future
participant in the InfantSEE® program and how
you will translate these experiences into clinical
practice as an InfantSEE® provider?

3. What do you see as the major challenges to
providing optometric care to infants and how would
you overcome these challenges?

4. How would you increase the impact of the
InfantSEE® program in your local community?
You may direct your strategy toward parents,
optometrists, and/or other infant providers or
referral agencies.

•  The video need to address the following topic:
1. Demonstrate or provide an example of how would

you increase the impact of the InfantSEE® program
in your local community. Using your answer to
question four as a guide, create a presentation or
marketing video that would be used to motivate
your targeted group or groups

243 N. Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63141
aoafoundation.org
foundation@aoa.org 
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$10,000 
Student 
Scholarship
In honor of Mr. Maitenaz’s many 
accomplishments and contributions 
to the field of optometry, Essilor  
has established the Bernard 
Maitenaz Scholarship. The annual 
$10,000 scholarship will be awarded 
to the author of the entry judged to 
be the best submitted to Optometry 
Cares®, in accordance with the 
criteria that follows.

2018 Bernard 
Maitenaz  
Scholarship

Attention 
Third Year 
Students!

2-Page 3 or 5 01-2018 

Winner 
Announced

3 min. Video or 
5-slide PPT

Word Essay
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The mission of Optometry Cares is to expand eye care awareness, education and research, as well as access to eye health and vision care, to everyone in the 
United States in order to enhance human performance and quality of life.

Administered by Optometry Cares - 
The AOA Foundation

Eligibility and Requirements for the Bernard Maitenaz 
Scholarship are as follows:
•  The applicant must be a third-year optometry student

(class of 2019) in good standing with the American
Optometric Student Association and the American
Optometric Association.

•  The applicant must be in good academic standing
based on your school’s criteria.

•  The applicant must demonstrate financial need as
defined by their Financial Aid Office.

•  Submit 2 letters of recommendation. One of the
letters must be from an academic advisor/teacher/
dean where the applicant attends school.

•  The applicant must submit a 2-page essay (in English
& not to exceed 1,500 words) AND either a 3-minute
video or a 5-slide PowerPoint Presentation based on
the topic listed below meeting all of the submission
criteria. For video and additional submission
requirements, visit our website.

All entries must focus on the impact of vision on 
performance, economics, education and lifestyle 
in the United States and beyond. Applicants must 
demonstrate leadership and participation in 
school and community activities, honors, and work 
experience, as well as include goals and aspirations, 
and unusual personal or family circumstances.

Check with the Student Affairs Office to determine 
your institution’s on-campus deadline. Materials must 
be submitted to the designee by the school-established 
date.  Each school and college will choose one candidate 
from all applications received by their on-campus 
deadline. Each school must forward the individual’s 
name and submission to Optometry Cares by October 
31, 2017. The winner will be announced in January 2018.

aoafoundation.org/scholarships

Sponsored By:



$5,000 
Student 
Scholarship

Attention 
Fourth Year 
Students!

This scholarship fund allows the 
legacy of two amazing individuals to 
live on through the impact it can have 
on others’ lives. This opportunity 
was generously funded by numerous 
individual donors, as well as a large 
contribution from Johnson & Johnson 
Vision. The national winner will 
be awarded $5,000. The Dr. Pat & 
Patrick Cummings Scholarship will 
be awarded to the author of the entry 
judged to be the best essay submitted 
to Optometry Cares®, in accordance 
with the criteria that follows.

2018 Dr. Pat & Patrick 
Cummings Scholarship

Check with the Student Affairs Office to determine your 
institution’s on-campus deadline. Materials must be 
submitted to the designee by the school-established date.  
Each school and college will choose one candidate from 
all applications received by their on-campus deadline. 
Each school must forward the individual’s name and 
essay to Optometry Cares by October 31, 2017. The 
winner will be announced in January 2018.

aoafoundation.org/scholarships

1 Letter 3,000 01-2018  

Winner 
Announced

Maximum
Characters

Recommendation
(teacher, dean, advisor)

The mission of Optometry Cares is to expand eye care awareness, education and research, as well as access to eye health and vision care, to everyone in the 
United States in order to enhance human performance and quality of life.

Administered by Optometry Cares - 
The AOA FoundationTo be eligible for the Dr. Pat & Patrick Cummings 

Scholarship, a student must:
•  Be a fourth-year student member (class of 2018) of

the American Optometric Student Association (AOSA)
and the AOA;

•  Be a student in good academic standing based on
your school’s criteria;

•  Obtain one letter of recommendation from a teacher,
dean or academic advisor;

•  Submit a written paper (in English), not to exceed
3,000 characters including spaces and addresses the
following questions:

1. Dr. Pat Cummings was passionate about improving
the overall health of the public. How do you
exemplify this passion and what are your goals in
the area of public health?

2. Do you plan to take a leadership role in optometry?
Please tell us about leadership roles you have had in
optometry school and your future leadership goals.
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To be eligible for the Dr. Seymour Galina Scholarship, 
a student must:
•  Be a third-year student member (class of 2019) in

good standing in the American Optometric Student
Association (AOSA) and the AOA;

• Be a student in good academic standing;
•  Submit a paper, written in English, not to exceed

1,500 words on the following topic:

Qualities I have developed through my financial 
planning/work experience during and/or before 
optometry school, that I believe will be most useful to 
me in a professional optometric practice.

$2,500 
Student 
Scholarship
A $2,500 scholarship established  
at the bequest of the late  
Dr. Seymour Galina, longtime 
American Optometric Association 
(AOA) member, will be awarded to 
an optometry student who meets 
the criteria below and whose paper 
is judged to be the best essay 
submitted to Optometry Cares®, 
in accordance with the criteria 
that follows.

2018 Dr. Seymour 
Galina Scholarship

Check with the Student Affairs Office to determine your 
institution’s on-campus deadline. Materials are to be 
submitted to the designee by the school-established date. 
Each school and college will choose one candidate from 
all applications received by their on-campus deadline. 
Each school must forward the individual’s name and 
essay to Optometry Cares by October 31, 2017. One 
overall recipient will be selected from all applications 
received. The winner will be announced in January 2018.

aoafoundation.org/scholarships

Administered by Optometry Cares - 
The AOA Foundation

3rd Year 1,500 01-2018  

Winner 
Announced

Word 
Essay

Student
(class of 2019) 

Attention 
Third Year 
Students!

The mission of Optometry Cares is to expand eye care awareness, education and research, as well as access to eye health and vision care, to everyone in the 
United States in order to enhance human performance and quality of life.
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To be eligible for the Dr. Larry J. Alexander 
Scholarship for Education, a student must:
• Be a third-year student member (class of 2019) in

good standing in the American Optometric Student
Association (AOSA) and the AOA;

• Be a student in good academic standing;
• The student must demonstrate financial need as

defined by their Financial Aid Office.
• Submit a paper, written in English, not to exceed

1,000 words addressing the following question:
Dr. Alexander believed in “paying it forward” and 
helping others. How have you helped others before 
or during optometry school and how will your 
professional optometric practice help the needy in 
your community?

$2,500 
Student 
Scholarship
A $2,500 grant has been established to 
honor the late Dr. Larry J. Alexander. 
Dr. Alexander was a mentor and friend 
to many and a leader in optometry. He 
was dedicated to his work as an 
educator through lectures and 
publications. His impact on optometry 
is only surpassed by his kindness and 
his commitment to helping others. This 
scholarship is generously funded in 
part by Optovue.

2018 DR. LARRY J. ALEXANDER 
SCHOLARSHIP FOR EDUCATION 

Check with the Student Affairs Office to determine your 
institution’s on-campus deadline. Materials are to be 
submitted to the designee by the school-established date. 
Each school and college will choose one candidate from 
all applications received by their on-campus deadline. 
Each school must forward the individual’s name and 
essay to Optometry Cares by October 31, 2017. One 
overall recipient will be selected from all applications 
received. The winner will be announced in January 2018.

aoafoundation.org/scholarships

Administered by Optometry Cares - 
The AOA Foundation

3rd Year 1,000 01-2018  

Winner 
Announced

Maximum 
Word

Student
(class of 2019) 

Attention 
Third Year 
Students!

The mission of Optometry Cares is to expand eye care awareness, education and research, as well as access to eye health and vision care, to everyone in the 
United States in order to enhance human performance and quality of life.
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